
ALPHABET CONES
Living, Learning Tools

It’s Alive and Volunteering to Help!

Scientific Name: Conus spurius Gmelin, 1791



LEARNING
THE ALPHABET
SANIBEL STYLE

The animal typically
deposits the markings
on its shell in lines and
blotches. Open circles
or curves, such as “8”,
“O”, “D”, “P”, or “9”
are abnormal and
difficult to find, with
“B”, “Q”, and “G”
being the rarest.

Shells are aligned in
the same position as

the letter each
one displays.

(“A” in the upper left,
“G” below it, etc.)

Collection from
Harlan E. Wittkopf



MATH AND
COUNTING WITH

ALPHABET CONES
Shells collected

from the beaches of
Sanibel Island.
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By adding “11” and “12” a clock face can be made to assist in telling time.
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